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Preserved by Arabic mathematicians and canonized by Christian scholars, Aristotleâ€™s works

have shaped Western thought, science, and religion for nearly two thousand years. Richard

McKeonâ€™s The Basic Works of Aristotleâ€“constituted out of the definitive Oxford translation and

in print as a Random House hardcover for sixty yearsâ€“has long been considered the best available

one-volume Aristotle. Appearing in paperback at long last, this edition includes selections from the

Organon, On the Heavens, The Short Physical Treatises, Rhetoric, among others, and On the Soul,

On Generation and Corruption, Physics, Metaphysics, Nicomachean Ethics, Politics, and Poetics in

their entirety.
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Of Aristotle's works, I offer no critique; what could I say that has not been said more clearly and

elegantly by reviewers more expert than I on the subject? Beyond the incredible historical and

cultural import of the works, the fact that the writings of a scientist and philosopher who lived some

2300+ years ago resonate so clearly with the modern reader speaks to their brilliance--even in the

cases where philosophical and scientific advances made some ideas outdated. Instead, I critique

this particular volume, which in my mind has several strengths and weaknesses.Strengths: As

others have noticed, this is the best one-volume compilation of Aristotle's works. In terms of cost

and convenience that makes this an attractive work. For someone interested in the full scope of

Aristotle's works, this would be a nice version to have.Weaknesses: I cannot read the original Greek



to compare the translation to the original, but in English, the translation can come off as a bit dry,

dated, and uninspired. For me, I also missed the lack of introductory material or other commentary

on the works, which are quite difficult for the general reader. In retrospect, as I was interested in

gaining in-depth exposure to some of Aristotle's "greatest hits" rather than the entire magnitude of

his works, I probably would've been better off buying a smaller number of works separately. Greater

cost would've been outweighed by the greater commentary which separate works could've

provided. For people reading this material as part of a class, this might not be an important

weakness, but it is important for readers like me attempting to gain some insight to the wisdom of

Aristotle through independent study.
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